PARTNERSHIP FOR THE EUROPEAN FUTURE OF THE REGION
Statement made by: President of the Republic of Serbia,
The Presiding of the Presidium of B-H,
President of Montenegro and
President of the Republic of Croatia 

We, Presidents of the Republic of Serbia, Republic of Croatia, Montenegro and the Presiding of the Presidium of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the presence of the EU Enlargement Commissioner,

gathered in Belgrade on 14 October 2011, at a meeting of the Igman Initiative, a network of NGOs from our countries, asserting our commitment to the principles, values and objectives on which the European Union is founded, state that we:

Firmly believe that the prospects of EU membership, determined at the 2000 Zagreb Summit, endorsed at the 2003 Thessaloniki Summit and reaffirmed in the 2006 European Council Conclusions, are a driving force and a guarantor of peace and stability in the region of South-Eastern Europe, as well as a generator of increasingly good mutual relations among our countries and citizens;  

Express our satisfaction with the fact the Republic of Croatia successfully finalised its accession negotiations and that it is to sign the treaty of accession, as well as our expectations that it will be ratified soon following its signing; that Serbia will be granted a candidate country status and a date of opening accession negotiations by the end of the year; that accession negotiations with Montenegro will be opened and that Bosnia and Herzegovina will submit its candidate status application by the end of the year;
Remain firmly committed to resolving open issues through dialogue and negotiations in the spirit of neighbourly relations and on the basis of international law; 

Confirm again that we are determined that each of our countries acts in mutual relations in a manner as to assist others in meeting all necessary requirements for full membership of the EU; 

Believe that the principle of solidarity and mutual support is a fundamental principle on which the four countries wish to build their common European future;
Agree that the process of reconciliation that is underway has to continue. With respect to that, a close cooperation of the judiciaries of our countries is decisive, not only in prosecuting and punishing for war crimes, but for all forms or organised crime jeopardising the welfare of our citizens; 
To that end, we particularly appreciate the role of the civil society, that is, we support participative democracy fostering and greater openness of political and administrative structures with an aim of fighting corruption as one of their tasks; 

Are aware of a deep economic crisis in Europe and in the world and we agree that economic openness to each other and elimination of all forms of constraints in economic cooperation make all of us together and each of our countries individually more resistant to the crisis and readier for the recovery of our economies;    

Jointly invite the European Union and all its member states not to oversee, in spite of the challenges caused by the crisis, the importance of the enlargement process as an instrument in stabilisation of peace among the countries and the peoples in our region and as the most efficient instrument in internal building up of democratic systems and legal order in each of our countries. 
We are willing to, both bilaterally and through the existing multilateral meetings, including those of the Igman Initiative, continue our talks on the future of the region and partnership of our countries aimed at the European future of the region in the spirit of a constructive dialogue.  
President of the RS           The Presiding of the B-H Presidium         President of MNE                  President of the RC
