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XVIII Session of Igman Initiative, Igman Initiative for Regional Summit Meeting 
February 29, 2008. Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 
TUZLA, February 29th 2008. – XVIII Session of Igman Initiative took place in Tuzla, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. Igman Initiative has appealed to the Presidents of countries in the region to organize a 
summit meeting, together with representatives of this movement of NGOs, in order to overcome the 
crisis in the region. 
 

                     
 
 
During the Igman Initiative session in Tuzla, this kind of summit meeting was seen as a “real impetus to 
the continuation of cooperation process and reinforcement of security and peace in the region” 
 
Igman Initiative hopes that “answer to the Kosovo crisis will not be sought with violent methods or with 
measures that may lead this country toward permanent isolation”. 
 
Members of this movement of NGOs also concluded that crisis in the region has begun late last year 
within Bosnia and Herzegovina and that it was additionally deepened by the situation created after the 
one-sided proclamation of independence by Kosovo. 
 
Members of Igman Initiative have requested countries in the region to “help Serbia to come out of 
present situation by maintaining restrained attitude and carefully weighed behavior”.  
 
Igman Initiative, a movement of over a hundred NGOs in this region, organized its 18th session in Tuzla, 
yesterday and today, dedicated to the process of transition in the region. 
 
During this session, there were presentations of researches about transition in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Croatia and Serbia, as well as talks about political, economic and social aspects of 
transition. 
 
Igman Initiative is a movement that advocates complete normalization of relations between these four 
countries of this region. 
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XIX Session of Igman Initiative 
November 7-8th, 2008. Zagreb, Republic of Croatia 
SUMMIT MEETING OF WEST BALKAN COUNTRIES PROPOSED AT THE IGMAN INITIATIVE CONFERENCE 
 
 
ZAGREB –  At the 19th session of Igman Initiative held in Zagreb, November 7-8th , under the title 
“Problems faced by countries in this region on their path to European Union”, a proposal to organize a 
summit meeting of West Balkan countries was raised. For all countries of this region and for the bodies 
of European Union, this summit meeting will be a strong signal that triggers faster region’s advancement 
towards fully fledged EU membership. 
 
 

                     
 
 
President of the Republic of Croatia, Mr. Stjepan Mesic, offered his support for this proposal to organize 
a summit meeting of West Balkan countries as soon as possible. According to Mr. Zivorad Kovacevic, 
Board member of Igman Initiative and a president of the European Movement in Serbia, this summit will 
be an opportunity to “evaluate the progress of our countries on their European path. In this sense, 19th 
session of Igman Initiative in Zagreb was the first step in this direction, which is going to be followed by 
the next step – the summit itself. Meeting of representatives of the EU and representatives of this 
region’s countries at the highest level will be the final step. Igman Initiative desires to have this summit 
organized during the term of the Check Republic’s EU presidency. There are strong signals coming from 
the officials in Rome that indicate the interest of this city to host the summit meeting. 
 
President Mesic has gladly accepted the proposition to be the host of this regional summit. In his 
speech, he pointed out that truth remains crucial for building good relations in the region, especially 
now when – according to his perception – general climate in the region is worsening and in some 
aspects beginning to resemble the 90’s of the past century. “I am not a pessimist and I do not wish to 
exadurate things, but I cannot look away from the situation in the neighborhood.  What I see and hear is 
not good for Bosnia and Herzegovina and for the whole region. Staying silent in such situation would be 
a repetition of a mistake done not too long ago, and neither we nor the international community can 
afford to repeat it.” –  Mr. Mesic said alluding to the issue of Republic of Srpska. He also pointed out his 
concerns about the stagnation of relations between Croatia and Serbia, where communication channels 
are open but “nothing runs through”. 
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Host of this meeting, Mr. Zoran Pusic, president of the Citizens’ Board for Human Rights and a co-
president of the Igman Initiative, believes that greatest stumbling blocks on Croatia’s path to the EU are 
inefficiency of the justice system and political extremism, lately diminished to some extent. 
 

             
 
 
President of the Croatian National Board for monitoring EU accession, Ms Vesna Pusic, said that it was 
no secret that some of the countries have not even negotiated their accession to EU, while other 
countries negotiated only formally. However, after Romania and Bulgaria’s EU accession, Croatia is faced 
with very strict criteria, while other countries that haven’t even negotiated their accession yet, will face 
even stricter criteria. “To us, EU’s criteria should not suffice; for our own sake, it should be even 
stricter.”  - Ms Pusic said. She also added that justice system remains a crucial issue for Croatia, having in 
mind that before the disturbing events in Zagreb and personnel changes within the Government, almost 

nothing was being done. Similar 
experiences were described by participants 
from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and 
Montenegro, who concurred on the fact 
that corruption, organized criminal and still 
present nationalism manifested by violence 
are the main problems that trouble their 
countries and hold them back on their path 
to the fully fledged EU membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FUENTES:  Do not be afraid of European 
Union 
 
Participants of the Igman Initiative 
conference have been addressed by the 
Chief of the OSCE Mission in Croatia, Jorge 
Fuentes Monzonis – Vilallonga and by the 
Chief of the Delegation of the EU 
Commission Vincent Degert. Mr. Fuentes 
has expressed his understanding for 
doubts and fears of Croatia in regard of EU 
accession, but he also said that there’s no 
reason for that. “You will join the 
European Union, very soon. No one there 
wants to exploit you, they only want to 
help” – said the experienced Spanish 
diplomat from the OSCE Mission. Mr. 
Degert pointed out that there is no doubt 
that all countries of Igman Initiative 
belong to Europe – geographically, 
culturally and historically. 
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THE MOST EUROPEAN AWARD 
Igman Initiative - άƳƻǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴέ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ нллтΦ 
 
On the occasion of “European evening in Belgrade”, the First European House Cukarica organized the 
award-giving ceremony on February 14th 2008 for “Najevropljanin 2007” (Most European in 2007) 
award, which took place in the grand hall of the Assembly of Belgrade. Upon the proposition given by 
the European Movement in Serbia, the award for the most European and most successful project in 
2007 was given to the “Igman Initiative”. 
 

         
 
 
 
On behalf of Igman Initiative, co presidents Aleksandar Popov, Vehid Sehic i Zoran Pusic have received 
this award and expressed their thanks to all guests present at this ceremony. 
Winners of the “Najevropljanin 2007” award are: Mr. Vojin Dimitrijevic for politics, OSCE ambassador in 
Serbia Mr. Hans Ola Urstad for greatest contributions in making connections between Serbia and 
Europe, Mr. Nenad Popovic for economy, Mr. Mica Jovanovic for culture and education and Mr. Dusan 
Antonic for industry. 
 
 
 
Proud of Novi Sad, other cities follow the example. 
October 17th 2008. 
 
With great pleasure, coalitions of NGOs Gradjanska Vojvodina and Igman Initiative have welcomed the 
good news from the City’s Naming Committee for parts of settlements and public services. Our 
proposition to name a passageway in the city of Novi Sad after one of the very rare true heroes of past 
wars in ex-Yugoslavia- Srdjan Aleksic, was adopted. 
 
We are proud because Novi Sad is the first city on ex-Yugoslav territory that recognizes the heroism of 
Srdjan Aleksic, which must not be forgotten and which continues to stand both as a symbol and a path 
to the cathartic enlightenment of one society, as well as a path to the normalization of relations and the 
renewal of friendship between countries and peoples of the region. 
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Srdjan Aleksic’s name is also a powerful symbol of the fight for values of living together, a symbol which 
is very important for Novi Sad as a city that was founded upon values of diversity, tolerance and 
coexistence. Naming this passageway after Srdjan Aleksic’s name is a strong message to the citizens of 
not only Novi Sad, but whole Vojvodina and Serbia, saying that no one can be exiled or discriminated in 
any way because of confessional, racial, national or any other affiliation. 
 
 

                                 
 
 
We are convinced that the example of Novi Sad will be followed by other cities of ex Yugoslavia. 
 
Let us remember that Srdjan Aleksic was murdered by four uniformed members of the Army of Republic 
of Srpska, because he stood up against their intention to kill a Bosniac national Alen Glavovic. They 
assaulted him and beat him up with their gunstocks. Injuries lead to a coma and six days later, Srdjan 
Aleksic died on January 27th 1993. One of the four assailants was killed few months later, while other 
three were sentenced to two years and four months of imprisonment (!?). Today, Alen Glavovic lives in 
Sweden and regularly visits Srdjan Aleksics’s final resting place, each year. Srdjan Aleksic was also a 
junior record holder in swimming sports and a member of the amateur theater. He was one of the most 
favorite citizens of Trebinje. 
 
This year’s January 27th marks fifteen years after the brutal murder of Srdjan Aleksic. 
 
 
PRESS CLIPING MATERIALS  
 
All press materials related to the activities of Igman Initiative can be downloaded by following link 
http://www.igman-initiative.org/pages/press.htm 
 
 


